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The first images arrive moments after NASA's "Perseverance"
Mars rover spacecraft successfully touched down on Mars,
in this image from video at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory
in Pasadena, Calif., February 18. As ‘Perseverance’ prepares
to send high-definition images of its surroundings, one papal
astronomer said he hoped these fresh new discoveries will
inspire the next generation. (CNS photo/NASA TV via Reuters)

ROME — Pope Francis hears the confession of a priest at
the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome in this March 7,
2019, file photo. In his message for Lent, Pope Francis said
the season is "a time for renewing faith, hope and love."
Story page 4. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Across Canada and throughout the world, diocese are
reorganizing and amalgamating parishes. As the impossible
math of too many parishes, not enough priests and not
enough parishioners strikes home, many are asking the
question, what’s a parish for? Holy Redeemer Parish in Saint
John (above) is the result of the amalgamation of three
parishes, St. Pius X, St. Peter’s and Holy Trinity. St. Pius X
Church is the worship site with the other two church buildings
closed. Story page 7. (TNF file photo)

QUISPAMSIS — St. Mark’s Church in Quispamsis is staged
to offer a Lenten retreat the first weekend of Lent to help
parishioners slow down and enter into the Lenten season.
Organizers made every effort to make the retreat accessible
to anyone, providing options for both online attendance,
in-person (physically distanced), and even a hybrid
version. Story page 6. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
New CCCB office focused
on families gets to work on Family Day
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A new organization focused
on supporting families within the Catholic
Church in Canada is now up and running.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ [CCCB] new Office for Family and Life
started on February 15, which was ‘Family
Day’ in six Canadian provinces. The new
office, which in essence replaces the previ-
ous Catholic Organization for Life and Fam-
ily (COLF), is expected to also work closely
with a new CCCB Standing Committee for
Family and Life.

“The new Office will undertake its man-
date to grow the Conference’s engagement
with diocesan personnel for family and life
issues, as well as to cultivate relationships with
external organizations and individuals,” a
CCCB statement said, adding it is hoped that
it will foster “the exchange of ideas, network-
building and advocacy focused on the pasto-
ral care of families and the dignity of human
life from conception until natural death.”

As reported by the Canadian Catholic News
previously, COLF ceased operations at the
end of 2020 after the creation of a new of-
fice was discussed at the CCCB annual ple-
nary that was held online last September.

“One of the national priorities for the CCCB
is to accompany families in light of the chang-
ing realities of Canadian society by working
with diocesan/eparchial life and family net-
works. During the 2020 Plenary Assembly,
and following an extensive period of discussion,
consultation and discernment by the CCCB in
collaboration with other relevant organizations,
bishops approved the creation of a new Office
for Family and Life within the CCCB’s current
structure to better respond to the needs of fami-
lies at the national and
local levels,” the CCCB
statement explained.

“Given the centrality
of life and family issues
with respect to the
ministry of bishops, the
alignment of the work
to be accomplished by
the new national Of-
fice, with an emphasis
on strengthening and
supporting the role of
families in our local
communities, will al-

low us to fully realize this pastoral priority,”
said CCCB president and Winnipeg Arch-
bishop Richard Gagnon.

The CCCB has appointed Michelle
Dabrowski, who joined the CCCB in Septem-
ber 2020 as the research and resource devel-
opment assistant for the Office for Evangeli-
zation and Catechesis, as director of the new
Office for Family and Life.

Ms. Dabrowski, who worked on initiatives
related to palliative care, youth consultations, and
online resource development with the CCCB
previously, will be responsible for the implemen-
tation of all national projects to be carried out by
the new office in both official languages.

As well, the new Standing Committee for
Family and Life will be a consultative body
within the CCCB. Its mandate is to provide
the CCCB with information, insights and rec-
ommendations on questions related to family
and life issues.

At this point, the committee will include four
bishops (Christian Lépine, Christian
Rodembourg, Douglas Crosby and Gérard
Pettipas) and there will also be non-episcopal
members representing the English and French
communities and a Knights of Columbus rep-
resentative as an ex officio member. The non-
episcopal members will be appointed by the
CCCB Permanent Council at some later point
in 2021.

According to the CCCB, the mandate of
the new standing committee is to respond to
the pastoral needs of married couples and
families to assist them to affirm and strengthen
the domestic church in every household, pro-
claim the Christian teachings on marriage and
the family, promote the dignity and sacred-
ness of human life at all stages, and respond
to new questions raised by contemporary ethi-
cal debates.§
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Celebrating the life of CL founder, Monsignor Luigi Giussani
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — More than 20 people
gathered in the Virgin’s Chapel of the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception (Immacu-
late Conception Parish) in Saint John on Fri-
day, February 19 to celebrate the 16th anni-
versary of the death of Monsignor Luigi
Giussani, servant of God and founder of the
ecclesial movement Communion and Libera-
tion (CL). The event also marked the 39th

anniversary of the pontifical recognition of
Communion and Liberation and was led by
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Dio-
cese of Saint John..

Communion and Liberation began in the
1950s as a student movement (Gioventu
Studentesca, or Student Youth) when, as a
school teacher, Msgr. Giussani noticed that
the faith so was so prevalent in the culture
was not taking root in the hearts of young
people. He insisted that in order to become
relevant faith must be tested, and that Christ
must be encountered and re-encountered

every day.
In a 2018 letter to (now) St. John Paul II,

Msgr. Giussani wrote, “Not only did I never
intent to ‘found’ anything, but I believe that
the genius of the movement, whose birth I
witnessed, was the perceived urgency to pro-
claim the need to return to the elementary
aspects of Christianity. That is, passion for
the Christian fact as such, in its original ele-
ments. That’s it.”

This language of encounter is at the heart
of Bishop Riesbeck’s ministry as well. “The
encounter with Jesus is obviously dear to my
heart because I come from a community of
priests where the primacy of evangelization
is very much on the forefront,” the bishop
said in his homily. “The communion with
Christ is primary, and expresses itself in com-
munity with others, seeing the presences of
God in our day-to-day existence.  This is what
gives us hope that we are not abandoned.”

Bishop Riesbeck thanked members of CL
for their presence in the diocese and affirmed
them in continuing to follow what they have
found in the method of Fr. Giussani. “That’s

something that I see in the movement, the
importance of first encountering Christ. See-
ing him in our day-to-day and giving others
to encounter him as well, especially through
the example of our witness of our lives,” he
said. “I encourage you to all continue living
this freedom in communion with the Lord and
one another.”

Communion and Liberation has over 60,000
members, with a presence in over 90 coun-
tries worldwide. It includes the Fraternity of
CL — those who live their belonging to the
Church within a communal dimension, fol-
lowing the charism of Fr. Giussani; Memores
Domini — consecrated lay people; the Priestly
Fraternity of St. Charles Borromeo, the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of Charity of the As-
sumption, and the Fraternity of St. Joseph.
For more information visit www.clonline.org.
For information on CL in Saint John, email
jeff@maz-family.com.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John (centre) celebrates a mass commemorating the 16th
anniversary of the death of Communion and Liberation founder, Monsignor Luigi Giussani in the Virgin’s Chapel in the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John. He is joined by Father John Roderick (left) and Father Aaron Knox. (Natasha Mazerolle
photo)
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Our journey through Lent
Several years ago a couple of my friends embarked on the pilgrim-

age walk from southern France, over the Pyrenees to Santiago de
Compostela on the west coast of Spain. They were on a 30-day
journey over almost 800 kms of hills and valleys. They encountered
many people, fellow pilgrims as well as local folk, and passed through
some beautiful countryside and striking scenery. Not surprisingly,
they had many experiences and faced some challenges.

Each day they created a blog that they shared with us back here at
home. As they did so it became apparent that the Camino was a
journey of discovery. It also became clear that the experience was
leaving an impact on them. As they began their pilgrimage, the blog
said much about the countryside through which they were passing.
After about a week, the blog began a gradual turn in its focus. The
countryside was still there. But one began to sense how they felt
about what they were doing and how they were affected by the trek.

When I was young, Lent was about what I was going to give up —
candy, movies. Later it took on something like the New Years resolu-
tion — what can I do to become better at something. Certainly, that is
an improvement. But perhaps there is more.

Our observance of Lent has its origins in the early Christian church
and is associated with the sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, Confir-
mation and Eucharist. These sacraments of welcome generally would
take place at Easter. From the earliest of times, Christians developed
a process for welcoming new member into the community. When
the person was ready to ask for baptism at Easter, there was a final
short, more intense period of prayer, fasting and good works. This
was Lent — a time of transformation, a conversion.

A scriptural image of this period of intense prayer and fasting and
discovery of mission is found in the Gospels. We see it in the desert
experience of Jesus. Mark’s version of this is brief (1:12-15). After
his baptism, Jesus ventured into the desert. There, he searched for
where the Spirit was leading him. He struggled with temptations. In
that desert, Jesus found his call as well as his mission. Filled with the

Spirit, he came out of the desert pro-
claiming the Good News of the King-
dom.

Lent every year is our desert experience, a time to rediscover our
connection with our loving parent God. In the desert of Lent we step
back and look at where we are in our journey, our personal Camino.
We have been baptized into Christ. What does this really mean for us?
How does being a member of this community of Christians affect
who we are and how we see others?

In a recent blog, Dr. Michael Higgins quoted an author, Brian Doyle.
Just before he died, in 2017, Mr. Doyle reflected on his life, especially
his core relationships and his Catholic faith in A Prayer for You and
Yours. Of that faith he says: “I saw for the first time in my life that
there were two Catholic Churches, one a noun and the other a verb,
one a corporation and the other a wild idea held in the hearts of mil-
lions of people who are utterly uninterested in authority and power
and rules and regulations, and very interested indeed in finding ways
to walk through the bruises of life with grace and humility,” (Quoted
by Michael Higgins, president of Corpus Christi-St. Marks at the
University of British Columbia,  Pontifex Minimus Blog: Presidential
Reflections on the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, 12 February 2021).

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Lent is time to grow in faith, hope, love and to share them, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As Christians pray, fast and give alms dur-
ing Lent, they also should consider giving a smile and offering a
kind word to people feeling alone or frightened because of the
coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis said.

"Love rejoices in seeing others grow. Hence it suffers when
others are anguished, lonely, sick, homeless, despised or in need,"
the pope wrote in his message for Lent 2021.

The message, released by the Vatican February 12, focuses on
Lent as "a time for renewing faith, hope and love" through the
traditional practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. And, by
going to confession.

Throughout the message, Pope Francis emphasized how the
Lenten practices not only promote individual conversion, but also
should have an impact on others.

"By receiving forgiveness in the sacrament that lies at the heart
of our process of conversion, we in turn can spread forgiveness
to others," he said. "Having received forgiveness ourselves, we
can offer it through our willingness to enter into attentive dialogue
with others and to give comfort to those experiencing sorrow and

pain."
The pope's message contained several references to his encyc-

lical Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship.
For example, he prayed that during Lent Catholics would be

"increasingly concerned with 'speaking words of comfort, strength,
consolation and encouragement, and not words that demean, sad-
den, anger or show scorn,'" a quote from the encyclical.

"In order to give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply
to be kind, to be 'willing to set everything else aside in order to
show interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of
encouragement, to listen amid general indifference,'" he said, again
quoting the document.

The Lenten practices of fasting, almsgiving and prayer were
preached by Jesus and continue to help believers experience and
express conversion, the pope wrote.

"The path of poverty and self-denial" through fasting, "concern
and loving care for the poor" through almsgiving and "childlike
dialogue with the Father" through prayer, he said, "make it possi-
ble for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope and effective
charity."

Pope Francis emphasized the importance of fasting "as a form
(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The imperialism of the human soul
In his autobiography, Nikos Kazantzakis shares how in his youth he

was driven by a restlessness that had him searching for something he
could never quite define. However, he made peace with his lack of
peace because he accepted that, given the nature of the soul, he was
supposed to feel that restlessness and that a healthy soul is a driven
soul. Commenting on this, he writes: “No force anywhere on earth is
as imperialistic as the human soul. It occupies and is occupied in turn,
but it always considers its empire too narrow. Suffocating, it desires
to conquer the world in order to breathe freely.”

We need to be given permission, I believe, to accept as God-given
that imperialism inside our soul, even as we need always to be careful
never to trivialize its power and meaning. However, that is a formula
for tension. How does one make peace with the imperialism of
one’s soul without denigrating the divine energy that is stoking
that imperialism? For me, this has been a struggle.

I grew up in the heart of the Canadian prairies, with five hun-
dred miles of open space in every direction. Geographically, that
space let one’s soul stretch out, but otherwise my world seemed
too small for my soul to breathe. I grew up inside a tight-knit
community in an isolated rural area where the world was small
enough so that everyone knew everyone else. That was wonder-
ful because it made for a warm cocoon; but that cocoon (seem-
ingly) separated me from the big world where, it seemed to my
young mind, souls could breathe in spaces bigger than where I
was breathing. Moreover, growing up with an acute religious and
moral sensitivity, I felt guilty about my restlessness, as if it were
something abnormal that I needed to hide.

In that state, as an eighteen-year-old, I entered religious life.
Novitiates in those days were quite strict and secluded. We were
18 of us, novices, sequestered in an old seminary building across
a lake from a town and a highway. We could hear the sounds of
traffic and see life on the other side of the lake, but we were not
part of it. As well, most everything inside our sequestered life

focused on the spiritual so that even our
most earthy desires had to be associ-
ated with our hunger for God and for
the bread of life. Not an easy task for anyone, especially a teen-
ager.

Well, one day we were visited by a priest who gave my soul
permission to breathe. He gathered us, the 18 novices, into a class-
room and began his conference with this question: Are you feeling a
little restless? We nodded, rather surprised by the question. He went
on: Well, you should be feeling restless! You must be jumping out of
your skin! All that life in you and all those fiery hormones stirring in
your blood, and you’re stuck here watching life happen across the
lake! You must be going crazy sometimes! But … that’s good, that’s
what you should be feeling, it shows you’re healthy. Stay with it. You
can do this. It’s good to feel that restlessness.

That day the wide-open prairie spaces I had lived my whole life
in and the wide-open spaces in my soul befriended each other a
little. And that friendship continued to grow as I did my studies
and read authors who had befriended their souls. Among others,
these spoke to me: St. Augustine (You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.); Thomas
Aquinas (The adequate object of the human intellect and will is all
Being); Iris Murdoch (The deepest of all human pains is the pain
of the inadequacy of self-expression); Karl Rahner (In the tor-
ment of the insufficiency of everything attainable, we ultimately
learn that here, in this life, there is no finished symphony); Sidney
Callahan (We are made to ultimately sleep with the whole world,
is it any wonder that we long for this along the way?); and James
Hillman (Neither religion nor psychology really honours the human
soul. Religion is forever trying to save the soul and psychology is
always trying to fix the soul. The soul needs neither to be saved nor
fixed; it is already eternal — it just needs to be listened to.)

Perhaps today the real struggle is not so much to accept sacred
permission to befriend the wild insatiability of the soul. The greater
struggle today, I suspect, is not to trivialize the soul, not to make its
infinite longings something less than what they are.

During the Second World War, Jesuit theologians resisting the Nazi
occupation in France published an underground newspaper. The first
issue opened with this now-famous line: France, take care not to lose
your soul. Fair warning. The soul is imperialistic because it carries
divine fire and so it struggles to breathe freely in the world. To feel
and to honour that struggle is to be healthy.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paridise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
of self-denial" to rediscover one's total dependence on God and to
open one's heart to the poor.

"Fasting involves being freed from all that weighs us down —
like consumerism or an excess of information, whether true or
false — in order to open the doors of our hearts to the one who
comes to us, poor in all things, yet full of grace and truth: the son
of God our saviour."

Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development, presenting the message at a news
conference, also insisted on the importance of "fasting and all
forms of abstinence," for example, by giving up "time watching
TV so we can go to church, pray or say a rosary. It is only through
self-denial that we discipline ourselves to be able to take the gaze
off ourselves and to recognize the other, reckon with his needs
and thus create access to benefits and goods for people," ensuring
respect for their dignity and rights.

Monsignor Bruno-Marie Duffe, secretary of the dicastery, said
that at a time of "anxiety, doubt and sometimes even despair" be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic, Lent is a time for Christians "to
walk the way with Christ toward a new life and a new world, toward
a new trust in God and in the future."§

Lent is time to grow in faith, hope, love
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St. Marks steps into Lent with Parish-wide retreat
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

QUISPAMSIS — On the first weekend of
Lent St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis offered
a Lenten retreat to help parishioners slow
down and enter into the Lenten season.

Mindful of the unique considerations the
pandemic brings this year, organizers made
every effort to make the retreat accessible
to anyone, providing options for both online
attendance, in-person (physically dis-
tanced), and even a hybrid version.

With 34 registered participants, and many
more who participated and followed online,
Wendy Ellis, director of Faith Formation at
St. Mark’s was pleased that the retreat was
well received by people from all parts of
the Diocese of Saint John.

“In past years, we focused a lot of pro-
grams that often have great head-knowl-
edge, or catechesis,” Ms. Ellis said. “This
year, I really wanted to focus on support-
ing people on growing their relationship with
Jesus — maybe we could call it ‘heart-
knowledge. We wanted to offer a prayerful,
quiet, no pressure experience to start off
the Lent season.”

Participants journeyed together in small
groups with Father Michael Gaitley’s book
Consoling the Heart of Jesus and were able
to share in moments of prayer together —
including morning and evening prayer and the
rosary. They were also given opportunities to
pray quietly in the church throughout the du-
ration of the retreat and to go to confession.

“This retreat weekend was a beautiful re-
minder of God’s mercy,” Karen Purves of
Quispamsis said. “How he desires us to
have a ‘merciful outlook’ on all situations
around us. And that there is no problem
that God’s mercy cannot fix.  Even if I
caused the problem.”

Ms. Purves’ husband Randy shared that
his retreat experience, “was an awakening
on the distraction caused by attachments;
the tolerance that develops as a result of
letting these attachments take hold in my
life. The Sacrament of Reconciliation was
there, readily accessible. Praise be to God.”

Jackie Beckingham of Quispamsis
agreed. “The fruits of the retreat continue,
I had an amazing encounter with Jesus,
which is what a retreat is all about,” she
said. “I am very thankful for my small
group, we have decided to continue to meet

and pray on ZOOM. Most of my small
group consists of seniors, like myself, I
know the Holy Spirit had a hand in this,
mainly because of these amazing people of
prayer I was privileged to share with.”

Ms. Ellis said she was grateful to provide
a retreat experience that worked for every-
one. “I had a firm conviction that we needed
to offer as many options as we reasonably
could so that those who felt drawn to par-
ticipate in person would have the opportu-
nity, and those who felt drawn to partici-
pate virtually could still have a full experi-
ence. We wanted to provide the opportu-
nity for all participants to enter into an ex-
perience that would let them grow their
relationship with Jesus.”

“We are so thankful for the Lenten Re-
treat, Consoling the Heart of Jesus, organ-
ized by the retreat team and our parish
priests at St. Marks,” Ms. Purves said. “So
many beautiful touches to make it mean-
ingful, what a beautiful way to begin our
Lenten journey.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ST. STEPHEN — Like many parishes
throughout the Diocese of Saint John, the peo-
ple of St. Croix Parish (St. Andrews-by-the-
Sea and St. Stephen churches) have taken
seriously Bishop Christian Riesbeck’s call to
promote one tool of evangelization, offering
a second Alpha in the parish this winter. “We
have 40 participants, with a team of 13 lead-
ers and five small groups,” leader Simone
Ritter said. “It is going great.”

Ms. Ritter and her team received support
from outside the parish in getting this second
Alpha off the ground, including from Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John, who promoted Alpha during his
pastoral visit to the parish this summer, and
Mary Alice Glasgow, Saint John regional co-
ordinator of religious education along with her
husband, Russell helped train Alpha teams.
“They are going above and beyond to train
our team, to hopefully offer the next round
fully trained,” she said. “Mary Alice has sup-
plied us with half of the ministry team and
they all are awesome, experienced, engaged,
Spirit-filled and on fire!”

Winter Alpha takes off in St. Croix Parish
Ms. Ritter was also grateful for the dedi-

cated support of parish priests. “Father Suresh
[Savariraj, HGN, pastor of St. Croix Parish] is
standing behind us completely and views the vid-
eos with us, and Father Charles Udeh, pastor,
St. John Paul II Parish [in Oromotco] has been
coming, too.” she said. “What wonderful priests
who cares deeply for their flock.”

The Alpha Film Series is designed for to-
day’s audience. It was filmed all around the
world, and features interviews with world-
famous leaders and inspiring stories
(www.alpha.org). Dynamic videos explore
topics including Who is Jesus? Is there more
to life than this? Why did Jesus Die? and How
can I have faith? Expertly curated to provide
the basics of the Christian faith, this series
forms a starting point for a deeper journey
with Jesus. Small group discussions provide
an opportunity for deeper reflection and com-
munity, as participants share what the videos
mean to them personally and answer discus-
sion questions together.

Parishioner Kay Mennie has completed Al-
pha twice and is passionate about what it
means for her. “For me it has been a truly
personal encounter with each of the three di-
vine persons of the Trinity,” she said. “The

personal stories of sharing and witnessing are
very powerful and convincing as they reflect
the love, mercy, compassion, power and good-
ness of God. These stories are so inspiring
and beautiful.”

Asked whether Alpha is a program for eve-
ryone, Ms. Mennie is enthusiastic in her yes.
“Please don’t hesitate if you are considering
taking this course. Give yourself this beautiful
opportunity of experiencing the power of the
Holy Spirit,” she said. “I was curious in the be-
ginning so I joined, and believe me I was re-
warded spiritually. I found each session to be
informative, uplifting, inspiring and powerful.”

With meetings taking place virtually due to
pandemic restrictions, Ms. Mennie insists this
is not a drawback. “Even though we meet
virtually at this time, the fellowship you will
encounter will last a lifetime,” she said. “I
firmly believe that everyone should experi-
ence Alpha. Be assured you have nothing to
lose, but oh so much to gain.”

For more information on Alpha in the Dio-
cese of Saint John, please visit https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/alpha.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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The changing parish
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

In announcing another reorganization and consolidation of parishes,
Quebec City Archbishop Cardinal Gérald Lacroix sought to focus the
conversation on “our ability to fulfill our essential mission.”

Canada’s primate is not the first bishop, nor will he be the last, to
stare down the impossible math of too many parishes, not enough
priests and not enough parishioners. But like bishops all around the
world, he’s also asking himself, what’s a parish for?

“We can no longer be satisfied with giving good pastoral services to

the people who faithfully participate in our assemblies and movements,”
Cardinal Lacroix said last month with the announcement of reorganiz-
ing the archdiocese’s 29 parishes into 10 missionary units. “These
people now represent a tiny part of the population entrusted to us.”

“We’re at an interesting moment where Catholics in a number of
different dioceses and a number of different countries are facing this
reality of a structure that is built to accommodate Church in a particu-
lar form,” Tricia Bruce, author of Parish and Place: Making Room
for Diversity in the American Catholic Church, told The Catholic
Register. “You don’t have enough priests or you don’t have enough
people living residentially in the same area, or you don’t have people
who quite frankly want to attend the parish of their neighbourhood
because they would rather be around others that they agree with po-
litically. All of this has kind of pressured the parish system.”

Canon 518 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law begins, “As a general
rule a parish is to be territorial.”

It’s not a rule all Catholics obey anymore, and the Vatican gets that.
In an instruction from the Congregation for the Clergy issued last
June, Cardinal Beniamino Stella calls on bishops and pastors to face
the reality that the kind of parish most of them grew up in no longer
exists.

“The territorial configuration of the parish must confront a peculiar
characteristic of our contemporary world, whereby increased mobil-

ity and the digital culture have expanded the confines of existence,”
reads the Vatican document on parish life. “On the one hand, people
are less associated today with a definite and immutable geographical
context, living instead in a global and pluralist village; on the other
hand, the digital culture has inevitably altered the concept of space,
together with people’s language and behaviour, especially in younger
generations.”

This change is something sociologists of religion have been study-
ing for a generation, said Ms. Bruce, who studies parish life as an
affiliate of the University of Notre Dame’s Centre for the Study of
Religion and Society and is also adjunct research associate professor
of sociology with the University of Texas at San Antonio.

“You basically don’t have the old model of parish anymore,” she
said. “The fact is, it’s been going away for some time.”

People living in democratic countries and market economies take
for granted their right to choose. They choose their politics, choose
where they live, choose their careers and choose their spouses, so
why not choose their parish?

“You have North American Catholics in particular having a long
history and penchant for exercising their own agency and decision-
making and discernment to decide what path to take and seeing it as
equal in value to what they hear from the Church,” Bruce said.

“There’s the sense that this parish or this particular priest or the
particular things on offer here don’t actually fit my needs,” said
Calgary’s Ambrose University sociologist of religion Joel Theissen.
“It’s a shift in social norms and values that have moved in an individu-
alist direction over the course of time.”

In Nova Scotia, Halifax-Yarmouth Archbishop Brian Dunn has just
taken over a new, slimmed-down parish structure — going from 65
parishes and 25 missions to just 20 parishes spread over an area of
almost 22,000 square kilometres and serving just over 200,000 Catho-
lics. But a reorganization on this scale is a lot more complicated than
just naming parishes and assigning pastors, Archbishop Dunn said.

“The issue really is finding new ways of creating or giving people a
sense of community,” Archbishop Dunn told The Catholic Register.
“It has to do with breathing life into the parishes that we have. … Just
because you decree a parish, it doesn’t mean that the former commu-
nities that made up the (new) parish now will have the identity of this
new parish.”

Archbishop Dunn’s focus isn’t exclusively on the people who go
to church most Sunday mornings. He wants parishes that are there
for the people who don’t attend Mass.

“It’s only since most people are not going to church now that we
need to change our mindset,” he said. “The mindset is not just to
reach out to the people who belong to our community, but to reach
out to everybody around with the Good News. That’s a kind of mis-
sionary thrust that takes a long while.”

Archbishop Dunn’s number one ally in the journey toward mission-
oriented parishes is Pope Francis.

“If something should rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences,
it is the fact that so many of our brothers and sisters are living with-
out the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus
Christ, without a community of faith to support them, without mean-
ing and a goal in life,” Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium, his
2013 exhortation. “More than by fear of going astray, my hope is that
we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures
which give us a false sense of security, within rules which make us
harsh judges, within habits which make us feel safe, while at our
door people are starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: ‘Give

(continued on page 11)

MIRAMICHI — Parishioners gather in St. Michael’s’ Basilica,
Miramichi in this undated file photo. St. Michael’s Basilica is
one of four churches that now make up the new St. Michael
the Archangel Parish. The other three churches are St. Andrews,
St. Margaret’s Mission and St. Michael’s by the Sea Mission.
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Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
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Mars missions can inspire next generation scientists, papal astronomer says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As Perseverance, the
latest probe on Mars, gears up to send to Earth
high-definition images, video and audio of its
surroundings, one papal astronomer said he
hoped the fresh new discoveries will inspire
future explorers.

With advanced degrees in physics, philoso-
phy and theology, Jesuit Brother Robert
Macke said, "What really inspired me to come
into this field was growing up with the results
that were coming out of the spacecraft mis-
sions, like Voyager, and all the photographs that
nobody had ever seen before" of Saturn and its
moons and other objects in the solar system.

Born in Fort Worth, Texas, in 1974, Brother
Macke told Catholic News Service he only "dab-
bled a little" in enjoying science fiction, influ-
enced by his father's interest in the genre, and he
credits it with inspiring him to think of new ideas.

But it was the reality of scientific discover-
ies that made him say, "Wow, these are real
places that you can really explore and photo-
graph and study," he said February 19 in a
call from the Vatican Observatory in Castel
Gandolfo near Rome.

"Seeing the results and the images that come
out of missions like Perseverance, I hope these
will be an inspiration to the next generation of
young scientists," he said.

The popular imagination has come a long
way since early speculations about little green
men and artificial canals of some
ancient civilization once popu-
lating the red planet.

When the Mariner 4 probe
flew by Mars in 1965 and took
the very first pictures of another
planet ever seen, "it saw a dry,
desolate planet," said the Jesuit
brother, who is the curator of the
Vatican's meteorite collection.

"It became apparent that what
we had imagined through our tel-
escope was not the actual case,
that Mars is a very different place,
a very dead world," he said.

But that did not deter science
from going back again and again
for decades, certain that Mars
holds a lot of clues for the quest
for extraterrestrial life and plan-
etary formation.

The many different Mars mis-
sions have led scientists to look
for other clues and signs, like

possible evidence of minute microbial life —
past or present — or something completely
unlike anything found on Earth.

"The atmosphere doesn't have signs of the
source of chemistry that would reflect cur-
rent living organisms doing their ordinary bi-
ology," he said, so "maybe in the past, maybe
back when Mars was wetter, when the at-
mosphere was thicker, perhaps back then
maybe it might have supported life. And so
that's what we want to look for."

The Perseverance will be able to drill under
the Martian surface and store sample cores in
tubes for possible future study. It also has ground
penetrating radar that should help understand the
structure underneath the surface, and it will drive
along what had been a lake full of water, be-
cause, Brother Macke said, "when we're look-
ing for life, you follow the water."

"The more we know about Mars, the more
we can direct our focus in the search for life,"
he said, adding that "Mars is the nearest and easi-
est and biggest laboratory for us to search for
life."

Brother Macke said the Vatican meteorite
collection has about half a dozen specimens
from Mars, including samples from the impor-
tant Chassigny meteorite, which fell in France in
1815, and Nakhla, which fell in Egypt in 1911,
and was held by Popes Benedict XVI and
Francis.

Brother Macke said he and a researcher in
Houston are using data from Martian meteorites
and comparing it with data from different Mars

orbiters "to better understand and characterize
the surface and immediate subsurface of Mars."

The race to Mars has intensified with two other
successful missions reaching their destinations
in February: an orbiting craft sent by the United
Arab Emirates, and a probe set to land by China.

While those missions may have geopoliti-
cal overtones for some, for scientists — the
more the better, he said.

"In the sciences, and planetary science in
particular, we are an international community,
and we have quite a tradition of collaborating
amongst ourselves quite a bit," he said.

"As far as I know, the data coming from
these missions will be shared with scientists
around the world," the Jesuit said. "That is
part of this scientific community is not one
that is really bound by geopolitical borders."

"That's one of the marvellous things about
science, it's really an international collabora-
tion of the whole world. You know, the world
benefits when we learn more through our
science," he said.§

Brother Robert Macke (CNS file photo)
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Pandemic shows need for new model of care for elderly, academy says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A new attitude and ap-
proach toward the elderly are needed in to-
day's world, especially in the places and ways
they are cared for when they become more
fragile, said the Pontifical Academy for Life.

To make sure the needs of older people are
met and their gifts appreciated, renewed at-
tention and new solutions must be given to
assisted living facilities, architectural barriers,
friendships and social support networks, in-
home caregivers, families and younger fam-
ily members and opportunities in parishes, the
academy said in a new document.

Released in early February, the 11-page
‘note’ is titled, Old Age: Our Future. The Eld-
erly After the Pandemic, and was made avail-
able in six languages at academyforlife.va.

It offers a reflection on the importance of
the elderly and the challenges the older gen-
eration faces and will face, given the World
Health Organization's estimate that by 2050,
the world will have 2 billion people over the
age of 60, that is, one out of every five people
in the world.

The academy also appealed to every facet
of society, including families, health care pro-
viders, city administrators and local parishes
to be more attentive to and inclusive of older
people, reviewing and rebuilding the way they
welcome and care for people in their fragility.

During an online news conference present-
ing the document February. 9, Archbishop
Vincenzo Paglia, academy president, said the
COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare chronic,
underlying problems in the way older people
are cared for.

"On all continents, the pandemic has pri-
marily affected those who are old," he said,
citing estimates that more than 2.3 million eld-
erly people have died of COVID-19, the ma-
jority of whom were over 75.

The pandemic has been "a real massacre

of the elderly and the majority of them died in
institutions for the elderly," he said.

"A serious rethinking is needed not only in
relation to residences for the elderly but for
the entire care system of the numerous eld-
erly population that today characterizes all
societies," he said.

In light of Pope Francis' warning that the
world will emerge from the pandemic either
better or worse, the archbishop said, making
things better "depends on us, on the way we
start building our future today."

The document — focused on building a
new future for the elderly — was the fourth
published by the academy in relation to the
pandemic and another two are in the works:
one on children and another on the disabled,
he said.

Monsignor Bruno-Marie Duffe, secretary of
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development, said at the news conference that
the pandemic "has brought to light an important
component of social relationships."

"The ability to take up the challenge of life
— its unknowns and its joys — is based, in
part, on the inspiration of dialogue between
generations" in which they come together and
encourage each other, sharing their dreams,
wisdom and tenderness, he said.

Etsuo Akiba, academy member and pro-
fessor at the University of Toyama, Japan,
said that 98% of the people in Japan who have
died of COVID-19 have been people 60 years
old and over.

Addressing the conference from Japan, she
described the serious social and psychologi-
cal difficulties facing young people, especially
students, in urban settings. They face intense
competition, bullying and seclusion, and older
people often live far away in suburban set-
tings where many of them fear becoming
unable to care for themselves, she said.

However, she said the Toyama prefecture
has sought to reject this segregation of gen-
erations, creating a "regional community of

mutual aid."
For example,

she said, they are
promoting the
‘Compact City
Project’ in collabo-
ration with the uni-
versity and land-
scape-gardening
businesses.

They also have
the ‘Toyama Day
Care System’,

which has become a national project, in which
older people and differently abled children live
together in a traditional Japanese home, de-
signed for three generations, surrounded by
nature and supported by family members and
caregivers, she said.

"The present world war against COVID-
19 is a rare chance for us to escape from an
island country's seclusive mentality and to get
the cosmopolitan perspective" that is healthier
and intergenerational, she added.

Among the main points in the academy's
document are:

• A duty to create the best conditions for
the elderly to live "at home with one's family
if possible and with lifelong friends," and in
one's own neighbourhood with the provision
of basic services.

• Housing should be adapted to their chang-
ing needs, including removing architectural
barriers and providing integrated, skilled home
medical care.

• New technologies and advances in
telemedicine and artificial intelligence should
be used responsibly so the elderly can receive
assistance in a home setting.

• Independent living, assisted living, co-
housing and other initiatives should be inspired
by an attitude of mutual assistance, making it
possible for the elderly to be autonomous in a
community, and, ideally, intergenerational set-
ting.

• Nursing homes should be redeveloped into
providing medical services directly in the
homes of the elderly and families should get
the support they need so they can care for a
loved one at home.

• Dioceses, parishes and church commu-
nities should promote "a more caring pastoral
relationship with the elderly," seeing them as
a "great resource," especially in faith forma-
tion and as living witnesses of the faith.

"This vision is not an abstract utopian or
naive pretence. It can instead bring to life and
nourish new and wiser public health policies
and original proposals for a welfare system
for the elderly" that is more effective and more
humane, the note said.

"This requires an ethic of the public good
and the principle of respect for the dignity of
every individual" and it requires the help of
everyone — the whole church, different reli-
gions, the world of culture, schools, volun-
teers, media companies and businesses — to
support a "Copernican revolution" that makes
it possible for the elderly to remain in the
homes they know or in welcoming, loving
environments.§

CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Directors
Fred Young/Dana Jardine

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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February 28, 2021   Second Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Genesis 22.1-2, 9-13, 15-18

The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116.10+15, 16-17, 18-19 (R.9)
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

Second Reading:   Romans 8.31b-35, 37++
God did not withhold his own Son.

Gospel: Mark 9.2-10
This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.

Sunday’s Liturgy

March Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Names with a 
star * are those 
that are retired. 

1 
Pope Francis 

2 
Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

3 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 

(Rosary for Priests) 

4 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert Harris* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

5 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy* 

6 
St. Joseph s 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction 
& Confession 

7 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry 
Vicar General 

9 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese. 

10 
Rev.  
John 
Beaumaster 
 

(Rosary for Priests) 

11 
Rev.  
Donald 
Breen* 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

12 
Rev.  
William 
Brennan 

13 

(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction 
& Confession 

14 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 
 

16 
Rev.  
Owen 
Burns 

16 
Rev. 
Aloo Peter 
Chimaobi, 
SMMM 
 

17 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Cochrane 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

18 
Rev.  
Leon 
Creamer* 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

19 
Rev. 
Claude 
Daigle* 

20 
Stella Maris 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction 
& Confession 

21 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 

22 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Daley 

23 
Rev.  
Anthony 
Dass Papu 

24 
Rev.  
Samuel 
Diotte* 
 
 (Rosary for Priest) 

25 
Rev. 
Vincent 
Donovan* 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

26 
Rev.   
Paul 
Doucet 

27 
Stella Maris 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction 
& Confession 

28 
St. François-
de-Sales 
1-2 pm 
Benediction 
& Confession 

29 
Rev.  
Paul 
Erzoah-
Bebodu 

30 
Rev.  
Anthony 
Ekpe 

31 
Rev. 
Thomas 
Fowler* 
 
(Rosary for Priest) 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament:                   

Holy Redeemer, Saint John: Monday, 2-3pm 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John:  Tuesday, 2-3pm 

St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln:  Wednesday, 8-9am 

s: Thursday, 7-8pm 

St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto: Friday, 8am (except first Fridays) 

St. François-de-Sales, Saint John: Friday, 6:30-7:30pm 

Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: Saturday, 9am with mass at 10am 

Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton: Saturday, 1-2 pm 

St. John’s archdiocese vows to heal after ‘dark chapter’ in its history
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Archbishop Peter Hundt says “sacrifices” will have to be
made, but the Newfoundland archdiocese of St. John’s has to move for-
ward with compassion and understanding after a “dark chapter” in the
archdiocese’s history.

In a message delivered at masses across the archdiocese on the week-
end of February 13-14, the archbishop explained to the faithful what must
be done to address the abuses that occurred at the Mount Cashel Orphan-
age in the past now that Canada’s Supreme court has let a lower court
ruling stand that made the archdiocese “vicariously liable” for abuses that
occurred at the notorious orphanage run by the Christian Brothers of
Ireland.

“Recently, the Supreme Court of Canada dismissed our Archdiocese's
application for Leave to Appeal. This makes final the judgement of the
Appeal Court of Newfoundland and Labrador that the Archdiocese of St.

John's is vicariously liable for the
abuse at the Mount Cashel Or-
phanage in the 1940s, 50s and
60s,” said a statement from
Archbishop Hundt that was read
during masses within the arch-
diocese.

“We must now move to ad-
dress these claims to the best of
our ability, and in justice to the
victims,” the statement contin-
ued.

The situation at the Archdio-
cese of St. John’s comes as the
fallout from what went on at the
Mount Cashel Orphanage continues to be felt across the county decades
after the orphanage closed.

A lawsuit filed in B.C. on February 8 claims a Catholic order moved
known abusers from the Newfoundland orphanage to two schools in
Vancouver where the lawsuit alleges some youth were also abused. The
lawsuit filed in British Columbia Supreme Court claims that from 1976 to
1983 the Christian Brothers transferred six members facing abuse allega-
tions from Mount Cashel Orphanage to Vancouver College and St. Tho-
mas More Collegiate.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver “feels great sadness and regret for any-
one who has suffered sexual abuse from a person in power,” said a state-
ment February 8 that was published in the B.C. Catholic newspaper.

The statement also said the archdiocese and Catholic Independent Schools
of the Vancouver Archdiocese which were both named in the proposed
suit do not own or operate the schools, adding “these two schools are
both run by independent foundations. They have their own land and build-
ings, have their own curriculum, and make all their own hiring decisions.
As a result we can make no further comment on this case.”

In relation to Newfoundland’s St. John’s archdiocese, the Supreme
Court of Canada declined on January 14 to
hear an appeal from the archdiocese on the
issue of liability. The orphanage was run by
the Christian Brothers of Ireland, which de-
clared bankruptcy in 2012 while settling abuse
lawsuits. The orphanage itself was demolished
in 1992.

The archdiocese had argued before the
courts that it was not involved in the orphan-
age’s day-to-day operations and that the Chris-
tian Brothers was a lay organization whose
members were not ordained priests of the arch-
diocese.

But now that liability in Newfoundland has
been settled, St. John’s archdiocese is con-
sulting with financial advisors on how best to
settle victim claims.

“The resolution of these claims will have
significant implications for the parishes and pa-
rishioners of our archdiocese. Therefore, we
are presently working with financial and other
advisers to discern how best to move forward
in addressing them,” Archbishop Hundt’s state-
ment continued.§

Archbishop Peter Hundt
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OBITUARIES

(continued from page 7)
them something to eat.’ ”

For decades the Archdiocese of Toronto has dodged the bullet on
parish closures and consolidations. A steady stream of immigration
has seen Toronto add new parishes while other dioceses were closing
old parishes. But even with the prospect of hundreds of thousands of
immigrants in the coming years, Canada’s largest diocese is facing
decisions that come with major demographic shifts, said western
region Auxiliary Bishop Bob Kasun.

Older, downtown ethnic parishes have seen their communities flee
for the suburbs. They’re now surrounded by a younger, condo-dwell-
ing population often with little connection to the church.

“A lot of the senior immigrants are dying,” pointed out Bishop Kasun.
Some Toronto clergy ministering to historic immigrant populations

are hanging on, determined not to abandon often marginalized, older
immigrants.

“Then there are the priests who say, ‘Look, the gig is up, boys. We
have no chance of surviving. The good old days will not return and
it’s time now to focus on the reality we have, to recognize that we are
significantly a Canadian Church, but with roots in many different
countries.’ ”

Whichever side of that debate about pastoral priorities you’re on,
Pope Francis’ demand for a more missionary Church — one that
functions as a field hospital for the wounded of our world — still
looms, Bishop Kasun said.

“We need to move beyond the maintenance model of the parish into a
more active, missionary model, going out,” he said. “There are different
ways of becoming a field hospital. One that’s probably surfacing the most
clearly is the increased awareness of the needs of the poor.”

In the Catholic schools there’s a clear focus on social justice and
young Catholics expect the same of their parishes, said Bishop Kasun.

“Who is it that gathers us together? Is it the music? Is it good
homilies — which are essential, of course? Or is it more than that?”
asks veteran parish pastor Father Vito Marziliano of St. Patrick’s in
Brampton, ON. “It’s the presence of Christ. He is the word. Not only
does he speak the word, he is the word.”

Fr. Marziliano is still on course to build a new church for his subur-
ban parish. Architects have based the design on the church at Tabgha,
which stands on a hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Tradition holds
that it is the site where Jesus fed the 5,000; where He said to the
apostles, “You give them something to eat.”

Over the last year, Fr. Marziliano has watched COVID-19 alter the

habits of church-going Catholics.
“There’s no doubt that I have some concerns (that parishioners

might not come back post COVID). But it’s not I, not me, who calls
people together. It’s Christ,” he said.

He believes the post-COVID parish will have to reconnect with the
domestic church of families in their homes.

“Our homes are becoming more and more domestic churches and
our parishes, our church buildings, our community spaces are be-
coming more and more the family,” he said. “I don’t think we can do
without either.”

Archbishop Dunn wants parishes to be touchstones in people’s
lives.

“That’s part of the incarnational aspect of the Church, that we are
together,” he said. “We live together, so we grow in faith together.”

As people choose the parish that serves them best, where they feel
most comfortable, there is a danger of a parish becoming one more
example of the divisions of our culturally and politically divided world,
said Mr. Theissen.

“If we’re only gathering with people who are like ourselves, how-
ever defined, we probably are missing something integral to not only
our worship experience but also our social experience of interacting
with people who are different from ourselves. That’s always a dan-
ger,” said Mr. Theissen.

“That’s absolutely a risk of the Church reflecting broader social
trends of segregation based on not just socioeconomic factors but
also ideological ones,” said Ms. Bruce. “That is going to exacerbate
polarization and inequality rather than aiding it.”

So what does it mean to be Catholic in the sense of universal?
“It’s very difficult to talk about the Catholic anything, because the

Catholic experience is hugely different based on level of involvement,
participation and adherence to Church teaching,” Ms. Bruce said.

The Vatican’s instruction on “The pastoral conversion of the parish
community in the service of the evangelizing mission of the Church”
tells us to worry less about what the parish is and more about what
the parish does.

“While it remains an indispensable institution to encounter Christ
and to have a living relationship with Him and with our brothers and
sisters in the faith, it is likewise true that the parish must constantly
face changes taking place in today’s culture and in the existential
reality of persons, in order to explore creatively new ways and meth-
ods that allow it to be at the height of its primary function, that is,
being a force of evangelization.”§

The changing parish

McMACKIN, RUTH M. — It is with great sadness that the family of
Ruth Margaret McMackin, wife of the late James “Jim” McMackin,
announce her passing on Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at the Saint
John Regional Hospital, after a brief illness. Born on November 8,
1932, in Hampton, Ruth was a daughter of the late Alfred and Margaret
(Bernard) Daigle.

Ruth is survived by her loving children; Michelle Anderson (Saint
John), Joanne Jackson (Lloyd) of Morpeth, Ontario, and Michael
(Alison) of Moncton.  As evidenced by where they have settled, her
grandchildren inherited her love of travel and new adventures: Brodie
(Mone, Victoria), Emily (Francois, France), Claire and Sarah (Ot-
tawa), Carter (Thunder Bay), Amy (Rimouski), Kevin (Fredericton),
and Matthew (Moncton); as well as several dear nieces and nephews.

A special recognition must also be made to the Brown Family who
took her in as a young teen and never stopped calling her “Sissy”,
considering her their sister.  She also leaves numerous McMackin in-
laws who were grateful for the way she cared for their brother.

She is also predeceased by her youngest child, CHris (Kim VanWart
as well as brothers Fred, Alphonse, Edward and David; and sisters
Marjorie, Rosemary and Betty. Leaving to mourn is her brother Tony,
Australia and sister Edna, Berwick, NB, Aunt Shirley, Riverview, and
Aunt Cath, Prince Albert, Ontario.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Kennebecasis
Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis. Due to current public health
restrictions, the visitation and Mass of Christian Burial will be held
privately. Interment  at Sacred Heart Cemetery, Norton, at a later
date.§
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New show takes liturgy to kids
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

If going to Sunday morning mass seems tantalizingly near and yet
far as you watch your parish struggle to produce a weekly liturgy on
Facebook or YouTube, imagine what it has been like for kids to be
told to sit quietly and watch a TV Mass.

Salt and Light Media Foundation wants to rescue kids from those
painful Sunday mornings, and they’ve enlisted a musical family of
nine kids, plus mom and dad, to put something a little more dynamic
on the screen. Yes, Lord is a liturgy of the word designed for kids. It
is broadcasting on weekends throughout Lent on Salt + Light TV, its
website (slmedia.org) and the Salt and Light Media YouTube channel.

“Had there not been COVID, this project would not have happened,”
said Yes, Lord producer Deacon Pedro Guevara-Mann.

It began with a letter from eight-year-old Joe, who complained of
how boring mass on TV was for him and wondered why something
couldn’t be done specifically for children. That sounded perfectly
sensible to Mr. Guevara-Mann, except that it would need to be musi-
cal, it would need multiple contributors and if it’s for children it would
have to have children in it. Gathering that many people together, along
with a camera, sound and lighting crew, seemed unwise while every-
one is still locked down.

But what if the cast of characters were all from one family?
As it happens, Alex and Miriam Duketow of Lakefield, ON, have

nine kids, four to 19. And they all sing, dance and play instruments.
“The musicians are all the kids. They have piano, bass, violin, tin

whistle. It’s all kids playing and Dad playing the guitar,” said Mr.
Guevara-Mann.

Alex Duketow wrote the theme song and seven more singable pieces

for the show. A few more songs often included in children’s liturgies
will be familiar to many families.

Animated characters and the words of readings and songs scroll-
ing across the screen make it easy for kids to follow along, sing along
and practice their reading. The first reading and Gospel each week
are taken from the Sunday Mass, so that kids are praying along with
the whole Church. But by making it a liturgy of the word, the 20-
minute show is free to tailor its prayers and activities to the target
audience of five- to 10-year-olds.

“We have so much richness in our tradition in terms of prayer, but
people think that all we can do as Catholics is Mass,” said Mr. Guevara-
Mann.

The Lenten programs will function as a sort of pilot for something
that could eventually span the full three-year cycle of Sunday Mass
readings.

The Lenten Yes, Lord pilot will build toward Palm Sunday, and it
began with broadcasts the weekend of February 19. Kids who follow
along throughout Lent will be ready, from Palm Sunday through to
Easter Sunday, to participate fully in Holy Week.

“Hopefully, by then they will be able to go to mass,” Mr. Guevara-
Mann said.

“Every week follows up on
what we did the week before.
Every week there’s an activity.
The activities build on each other
until we get to Palm Sunday.”

The first broadcast each week-
end is Friday morning at 9:30 am.
Mr. Guevara-Mann hopes teach-
ers take note.

“They could actually use it in
the classroom,” he said.§

Salt+Light TV has produced Yes, Lord, a children’s liturgy that began airing February 19. (Photo courtesy Salt+Light TV)
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